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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 040228 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 CTME-00 TRSE-00 COME-OO 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 L-03 /036 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/C AR : DPIERCE : KC 
APPROVED BY ARA/CAR:AHEWITT 
EB/STA:GWHITE (PHONE) 

CUSTOMS :JGRACE (SUBS) 

030672 152307Z/62 

P 152136Z FEB 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 040228 

FOR LORTON FROM PIERCE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, ETRD, NS, US 

SUBJECT: SURINAM CUSTOMS PROBLEM IN NEW ORLEANS 
REF: (A) PARAMARIBO 228 (0) PARAMARIBO 181 

1 . U.S. CUSTOMS OFFICER JOHN GRAVES HAS ADVISED DEPT 
THAT HE WOULD INFORM NEW ORLEANS CUSTOMS OFFICIALS 
(TOM HEANEY 504-509-6479) THAT SURINAM DOES HAVE A 
TRADE AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. AND IS THEREBY ENTITLED 
TO SPECIAL DUTY RATES. DEPT HAD BEEN INFORMED BY NEW 
ORLEANS CUSTOMS INSPECTOR SALTON (504-509-6352) THAT 
WHEN SO ADVISED, HE WOULD RESCIND THE $7,860 LEVY 
CONTEMPLATED FOR "MV CORAUTIJN" AND INSTRUCT "MV 
SURINAME'S" AGENT TO APPLY FOR A REFUND OF $4,300 TAX 
ALREADY COLLECTED. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 040228 

2. FYI - CUSTOMS HQ HAD FELT THE PROBLEM HAD BEEN 
RESOLVED BY THEIR AGREEMENT ON/ABOUT FEBRUARY 6 THAT 
SURINAM WAS ELIGIBLE FOR SPECIAL DUTY RATE, BUT 
APPARENTLY CUSTOMS NEW ORLEANS HAD NOT GOTTEN THE WORD. 

END FYI VANCE 
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